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Stated Meeting, January 7. 
« 


Present; nineteen members. 
™ 
Dr, ParrEnson, Vice- President, i in the Chair. 


The nittoaté of the election for officers. held this day were 
i read, _— it appeared that the following gen- 
elec 


. President. 
Nathaniel Chapman, M.D. 
tee-Presidents. 
Robert M. Patterson, M.D. 


Franklin Bache, M.D. 
Alexander Dallas Bache, LL.D. 


Secretaries. 
Hon. John K. Kane, 
Robley Dunglison, M.D. 
John F. Frazer, 
Charles B, Trego. 


antes of the Council for Three Yéars. 
“Clement C. Biddle, 
“William Short, 
: Joseph Henry, 
Benjamin Dorr, D.D. 


Curators. 
Franklin Peale, 
John Price Wetherill, 
John. ©. Cresson. 


Treasurer. 


Benjamin W. Richards. 
Vier A 
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The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Etudes d’Astronomie Stellaire: Sur la voie lactée, et sur la distance 
des etoiles fixes. Rapport fait a2 son Excellence M. le Comte 
Ouvaroff, Ministre de l’Instruction Publique, et Président de 
Académie Impériale des Sciences. Par F. G. W. Struve, Di- 
recteur de l’Observatoire Central de Russie. St. Petersbourg, 
1847.—From F. G. W. Struve. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, including Zoology, Bo- 
tany, and Geology. Vol. XX. No. 134. November, 1847. 
8vo.— From Sir Wm. Jardine, Bart. 

The Past, the Present, and the Future. By H. C. Carey, Author of 
“Principles of Political Economy,” &c. Philadelphia, 1848. 
8vo.— From H. C. Carey. 

Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. New 
Series. Vol. I. Part 1. 4to.—From the Academy. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXIII. No. 12. 
December, 1847, and Vol. XXIV. No. 1. January, 1848. 8vo. 
From the American Colonization Society. 

Medical News and Library. Vol. VI. No. 61. January, 1848. 
8vo.—From Lea & Blanchard. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute of the State of Pennsylvania. Vol. 
XLV. No. 265. Third Series. Vol. XV. No.1. Jan. 1848. 
8vo.— From the Institute. 

Senate Journal: Journal of the Senate of the United States of Ame- 
rica; being the Second Session of the Twenty-ninth Congress, 
begun and held at the City of Washington, December 7, 1846, 
in the 71st year of the Independence of the United States. Wash- 
ington, 1846-7. 8vo. 

House Journal: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United 
States; being the Second Session of the Twenty-ninth Congress, 
begun and held at the City of Washington, December 7, 1846. 
Washington, 1846-7. 8vo. 

Public Documents: Printed by order of the Senate of the United 
States, during the Second Session of the Twenty-ninth Congress. 
In Three Volumes. 8vo. Washington, 1847. 

Executive Documents: Second Session of Twenty-ninth Congress. 
In Four Volumes. 8vo. Washington, 1846-7. 
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Reports of Committees: Second Session of Twenty-ninth Congress. 
Washington, 1846-7. 8vo. 

[n all Ten Volumes.—From the Hon. the Secretary of State. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. Ill. No. 11. September and October, 1847.—From the 
Academy. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 


London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine, and Journal 
of Science. Third Series. No. 209. November, 1847. 8vo. 

Astronomische Nachrichten. No. 612 to 615. Altona, Sept. 30 to 
Oct. 30, 1847. Ato. 


The Committee on the communication of Mr. J. M. Gilliss, 
U. S. N., dated 22d October, 1847, made a report, recom- 
mending the adoption of the following resolutions:— 


Resolved, That the proposed method of Dr. Gerling, of Marburg, 
for determining the solar parallax, by observations of the planet Ve- 
nus when stationary and at the conjunctions, and the plan of Lieut. 
Gilliss for its accomplishment, by means of similar observations at 
the Naval Observatory at Washington, and in South America, would, 
if successfully carried out under the direction of the Navy Depart- 
ment, furnish valuable astronomical data, and confer honour upon 
our country. 

Resolved, therefore, that this Society do hereby commend the pro- 
posed plan to the favour and adoption of the present distinguished 
head of that department, or, if necessary, to the Congress of the 
United States; and that in testimony of the opinion of this Society 
upon this subject, an official copy of these proceedings be transmitted 
to the Secretary of the Navy. 


The resolutions were adopted by the Society. 

Mr. Frazer, Reporter, presented a letter from Prof. Halde- 
man, dated Columbia, 22d November, 1847, enclosing a list of 
additions and amendments to his paper on the Longicornia, 
which, by the oversight of the Reporter, had not been pre- 
sented at the proper time: whereupon the Society directed it 
to be published in the Proceedings under its appropriate date, 
and with the proper explanations. 

Pending nominations, from No. 197 to 202, inclusive, were 
read. 
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The Chairman of the Publication Committee laid upon the 
table Vol. X. Part 1, of the Transactions of the Society. 

On motion of the Librarian, the Ethnological Society of 
Paris was put on the list of exchanges of this Society. 


Stated Meeting, January 21. 
Present, twenty-six members. 


Dr. Franxuin Bacue, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


A letter was received and read:— 
From M. U. J. Leverrier, dated Paris, 19th June, 1847, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of notice of his election as a member 


of this Society. 
The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


American Journal of Science and Arts. Conducted by Professor B. 
Silliman and B. Silliman, Jr., and James W. Dana. Second Se- 
ries. No. 8. March, 1847. No. 13. January, 1848. 8vo.— 
From the Editors. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. Edited by Isaac Hays, 
M.D., Surgeon to Wills’ Hospital, Physician to the Philadelphia 
Orphan Asylum, &c. &c. No. XXIX. New Series. January, 
1848. 8vo.—From the Editor. 

Substance of the Argument of John M. Clayton, of Delaware, for the 
United States, in the matter of the Pea Patch Island, before the 
Hon. John Sergeant; delivered in the Hall of American Inde- 
pendence, in the City of Philadelphia, on the second and third of 
December, 1847: containing a Discussion of the Title of the 
States of Delaware and New Jersey to the River Delaware and 
its Islands. Philadelphia, 1848. 8vo.—From the Hon. John 
M. Clayton. 

Lecture, introductory to a Course on Surgery, in the University of 
Pennsylvania: containing a Short Account of Eminent British 
Surgeons, Physicians, Scientific and Literary Men; delivered Oc- 
tober 22, 1847. By William Gibson, M.D., Professor of Sur- 
gery. Philadelphia, 1847. 8vo.—From the Author. 
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Lecture, correlative to a Course on Surgery, in the University of 
Pennsylvania; embracing a Short Account of Eminent Belgian 
Surgeons, Physicians, &c. &c.; delivered December 22, 1847. 
By William Gibson, M.D. Philadelphia, 1848. 8vo.— From 
the Author. 

Discourse on the Surviving Remnant of the Indian Race in the 
United States. By Job R. Tyson. 8vo.—From the Author. 
An Oration delivered before the Society of the Sons of New England 
of Philadélphia, December 22, 1847, the Anniversary of the 
Landing of the Pilgrims. By W. H. Dillingham. Philadelphia, 

1847. 8vo.—From the Author. 


Mr. Ord announced the death of Count Graberg de Hemso, 
a member of this Society. 

Mr. Lea announced the death of M. Alexandre Brogniart, a 
member of this Society. 

Prof. Kendall read a letter from Prof. Peirce, of Cambridge,’ 
giving the results of a second approximation to the theory of 
the planet Neptune, from Mr. Walker’s most recent ele- 
ments.* 

Mr. Charles B. Trego was elected Librarian of the Society; 
Mr. Ord, the former Librarian, declining a re-election. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the Standing 
Committees of the Society :— 

Committee of Finance.—Dr. Robert M. Patterson, Chair- 
man (in place of Mr. C. C. Biddle, who declined serving), 
Mr. Lea, Mr. Wagner. 

Committee on the Hall.—Judge J. K. Kane, Chairman 
(in place of Mr. G. Campbell, who declined serving), Mr. Fra- 
ley, Mr. F. Peale. 

Committee on the Library.—Dr. Isaac Hays, Chairman, 
Mr. G. Campbell, Mr. Ord. 

Committee of Publication.—Mr. I. Lea, Chairman, Dr. 
Hays, Mr. J. Francis Fisher. 

The list of surviving members was read. The number is 
319. 


* As the substance of this letter had already been communicated to the 
American Academy of Boston, and has been published in their Proceedings, 
it is omitted here. 
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The Society then proceeded to ballot for candidates for 
membership. 

The following resolution was, on motion of Judge Kane, 
unanimously adopted :— 


Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the Society be and they 
hereby are tendered to George Ord, Esq., for the faithful, assiduous, 
and effective manner in which he has for several years discharged 
the duties of Treasurer and Librarian of this Society. 


On motion of Dr. Patterson, permission was granted to Mr. 
R. Tilghman to publish his paper on the Decomposition of 
Substances by Steam at a High Temperature, as an extract 
from the forthcoming volume of this Society’s Transactions, 
in any of the scientific journals of this country. 

The other business being finished, the ballot box was exa- 
.mined, and the following gentlemen were declared to have 
been duly elected members of this Society :— 

Mr. Joun F. James, of Philadelphia. 

Rev. Rozert Barrp, D.D., of New York. 

Lieut. J. Metvitie Gixuiss, of Washington. 

J. C. Apams, Esq., St. John’s College, Cambridge (Eng- 
land). 

Prof. Asa Gray, of Cambridge (Mass.). 

Dr. Gusrav. Apvotrn Jaun, of Leipsic. 


Stated Meeting, February 4. 
Present, seventeen members. 
Dr. Parrerson,. Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Mr. John F. James, a newly elected member, was introduced 
and took his seat. 

Letters were received and read :— 

From the Zoological Society of London, dated London, 
April, 1847, acknowledging the receipt of the Transactions 
and Proceedings of this Society :— 

From the Imperial Society of Naturalists at Moscow, dated 
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1-13 July, 1847, and 16-23 Sept., 1847, announcing donations 
to this Society :— 

From Mr. Henry Denny, Secretary of the Geological and 
Polytechnic Society of the West Riding of Yorkshire, accom- 
panying seven Nos. of the Proceedings of that Society, and ex- 
pressing a willingness to continue sending them, if this Society 
desired it: and— 

From J. M. Gilliss, U. S. N., dated Washington, 26th Jan., 
1848, and Prof. Asa Gray, dated Cambridge, Mass., 1 Febru- 
ary, 1848, acknowledging the receipt of notice of their election 
as members of this Society. 


The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Transactions of the Zoological Society of London. Vol. III. Part 4. 
London, 1846. 4to.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London. Nos. 155 to 177. 
Jan. 13, 1846, to July 27, 1847. 8vo.—From the same. 

Reports of the Council and Auditors of the Zoological Society of 
London, read at the Annual General Meeting, April 29, 1847. 
8vo.—From the same. 

List of the Fellows and Honorary Foreign and Corresponding Mem- 
bers of the Zoological Society of London; together with the 
Holders of Ivory Tickets. London, June, 1847. 8vo.—From 
the same. 

Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. No. 12. Nov. 1, 1847. 
London, 1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. VII. No. 17. 
London, 1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Bulletin de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou. No. 4, 
1846; et Nos. 1 & 2, 1847. Moscou, 1846-7. 8vo.—From 
the Society. 

Rapport sur la Séance Extraordinaire de la Société Impériale des 
Naturalistes de Moscou, du 22 Février, 1847, a occasion du Ju- 
bilé semi seculaire du Doctorat de S. Exc. M. Fischer de Wald- 
heim, Fondateur de la Société. Par le Second Secrétaire, Dr. 
Renard. Moscou, 1847. 8vo.—From the same. 

A Copy of the same.—From Charles Cramer. 

Twenty-seventh Report of the Council of the Leeds Philosophical and 
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Literary Society, at the close of the Session, 1846-7. Leeds, 
1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Reports of the Proceedings of the Geological and Polytechnic Society 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire. Seven Numbers, from 1840 
to 1846. Leeds, 1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. Troisitme Série. Tome VII. 
Paris, 1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Journal Asiatique. Quatriéme Série. Tome X. Sept. 1847. Paris, 
1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 

The Annals and Magazine of Natural History. Vol. XX. No. 135, 
and Supplement, No. 136. London, Dec. 1847. 8vo.—From 
Sir William Jardine, Bart. 

The British Almanac of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, for the Year 1848. London. 8vo.—From Petty 
Vaughan, Esq. 

Introductory Lecture, delivered to the Class of Institutes of Medicine 
in Jefferson College, November 4, 1847. By Robley Dunglison, 
M.D. Philadelphia, 1847. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Researches into the Comparative Structure of the Liver. By Joseph 
Leidy, M.D. Extracted from the American Journal of Medical 
Sciences. Philadelphia, 1848. 8vo.—From the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. VI. No. 62. Feb. 1848. 
8vo.— From Lea & Blanchard. 

The Orbit of Neptune, computed by Sears C. Walker, A.A.S.; and 
Formule in the Theory of Neptune, by Benjamin Peirce, A.A.S. 
From Dr. R. M. Patterson. 

Proceedings of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Vol. I. No. 
13. Dec. 1847. 8vo.—From the Society. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 


Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Séances de |’ Academie des Sci- 
ences. Tome XXV. Nos. 17421. Oct. 25 4 Nov. 25, 1847. 
Avec Tables des Matiéres du Tome XXV. Ato. 

Annales de Chimie et de Physique. Troisitme Série. Tome XXI. 
Nov. et Dec. 1847. 8vo. 

London, Edinburgh and Dublin Philosophical Magazine, and Journal 
of Science. Third Series. No. 210, and Supplement, No. 211. 
December, 1847. 8vo. 

Astronomische Nachrichten. Nos. 616, 617, 619. Altona, Nov. 
1847. Ato. 
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Mr. Lea announced the death of Prof. Lardner Vanuxem, 
a member of this Society, and accompanied the announcement 
with a brief notice of his life and scientific labours. 

On motion of Dr. F. Bache, Mr. Lea was requested to pre- 
pare an obituary notice of Prof. Vanuxem. 

The Committee on Finance made a report recommending 
the appropriations for the year, which were sanctioned by the 
Society. 


Stated Meeting, February 18. 
Present, sixteen members. 


Dr. Parrerson, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Journal Asiatique. Quatriéme Série. Tome X. No. 49. Oct. 
1847. 8vo.—From the Asiatic Society of Paris. 

Fragmens sur |’Uniformité a introduire dans les Notations Géogra- 
phiques sur Jes Antiquités Américaines, et sur divers points de 
Géographie. Extrait du Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. 
Avril, 1847. 8vo.—From M. Jomard. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXIV. No. 2. 
Feb. 1848. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 
Journal of the Franklin Institute. Vol. XLV. No. 266. Third 
Series. Vol. XV. No.2. February, 1848. 8vo.—From the 

Institute. 

Letter from the acting Secretary of the Treasury, communicating the 
Report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 
progress of that Work. Washington, 1847. 8vo.—From Prof. 
A. D. Bache. 

Comstock’s Phonetic Testament. The New Testament printed in 
Phonetic Characters. Philadelphia, 1848. 8vo. From Dr. A. 
Comstock. 

Report on the Cypress Timber of Mississippi and Louisiana. By 
Montroville W. Dickeson, M.D. and Andrew Brown, A.M. Phi- 
ladelphia, 1848. 8vo.—From the Authors. 

VOL. V.—B 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 


Annales de Chimie et de Physique. Troisiéme Série. Tome XXI. 
Dec. 1847. 8vo. 

Comptes Rendus de |’Academie des Sciences. Tome XXV. No. 
22 425. Nov. 29a Dec. 20, 1847. Ato. 


Mr. Lea read an obituary notice of the late Professor Lard- 
ner Vanuxem. 

The report of the Board of Officers was read. 

New nominations from No. 203 to No. 221, inclusive, were 
read, 


Stated Meeting, March 3. 
Present, fourteen members. 


Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBR4 RY. 


Memoirs of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XVI. London, 
1847. 4to.—From the Society. 

Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. VIII. 
Nos. 1 and 2. 8vo.—From the same. 

Transactions of the Linnean Society of London. Vol. XX. Part 
2. London, 1847. 4to.—From the Society. 

List of the Linnean Society of London, 1847. 4to.—From the same. 

Proceedings of the Linnean Society of London. No. 30 to 33, in- 
clusive. 8vo.—From the same. 

Astronomical Observations, made at the Royal Observatory, Green- 
wich, in the Year 1845 ; under the direction of George Biddell 
Airey, Esq. London, 1847. 4to.—From the Royal Society of 
London. 

Annuaire Magnétique et Météorologique du Corps des Ingénieurs des 
Mines de Russie, etc. Par A. T. Kupffer. Année 1844. Deux 
Parties. St. Petersbourg, 1846. 4to.—From A. T. Kupffer, 
Director of the Observatory. 
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Annals and Magazine of Natural History, including Zoology, Bota- 
ny, and Geology. Second Series. Vol. I. No. 1. January, 
1848. 8vo.—From Sir W. Jardine, Bart. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge: Occultations visible in the 
United States, during the year 1848. Philadelphia, 1848. 4to. 
From the Smithsonian Institution. 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. From 
August 11, 1847, to January 4, 1848. Svo.—From the Aca- 
demy. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting his Annual 
Report on the State of the Finances. Washington, Dec. 1847. 
8vo.— From Charles B. Trego. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 

Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal. No. 87. Oct. 1847, to 
Jan. 1848. 8vo. 

London, Edinburgh and Dublin Philosophical Magazine. Third 
Series. No. 212. January, 1848. 8vo. 

Astronomische Nachrichten. Nos. 618, 620 and 621. 4to. 


Judge Kane announced the death of the Hon. John Quincy 
Adams, a member of this Society, at Washington, on 23d of 
February, in the 81st year of his age. 

Dr. Patterson announced the death of Dr. Jacob Randolph, 
a member of this Society, on the 29th of February, in the fifty- 
second year of his age. 

Pending nominations, from No. 203 to 221, and new nomi- 
nations, No. 222 and 223, were read. 

On motion of Mr. Frazer, permission was granted to Mr. 
Lea, to take a copy of his obituary notice of Prof. Vanuxem. 
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Stated Meeting, March 17. 


Present, sixteen members. 


Dr. Backs, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were announced and read:— 

From Giuseppe Banchero, dated Genoa, 20th January, 1848, 
asking the Society to subscribe to a newspaper, a specimen of 
which accompanied the letter: and,— 

From the American Antiquarian Society, dated Worcester, 
8th March, 1848, acknowledging the receipt of Vol. X. Part 1, 
of the Transactions of this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Paleontology of New York, Vol. I.: containing Descriptions of the 
Organic Remains of the Lower Division of the New York Sys- 
tem. By James Hall, A.M., Palzontologist of the State of New 
York. Albany, 1847. 4to.—From the Author. 

Medical News and Library. Vol. VII. No. 63. March, 1848.— 
From Lea & Blanchard. 

Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Library of New York. 
Albany, 1848.—From the New York State Library. 

Annual Catalogue of the Medical Department of the University of 
Louisville, Session of 1847-8.—From Dr. Short. 

Message from the President of the United States to the two Houses of 
Congress, at the Commencement of the First Session of the Thir- 
tieth Congress: together with the accompanying Documents. 
Washington, Dec. 7, 1847.—From the Hon. J. R. Ingersoll. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge: Occultations visible in the 
United States during the Year 1848. 4to.—From the Hon. G. 
M. Dallas. 

Address before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 28th January, 
1848, on the occasion of opening the Hall in the Atheneum. By 
William B. Reed. Philadelphia, 1848. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Vol. XLV. No. 267. Third Se- 
ries. Vol. XV. No. 3. March, 1848.—From the Institute. 
The African Repository and Colonial Journal. Vol. XXIV. No. 3. 

March, 1848.—From the American Colonization Society. 
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American Journal of Science and Arts. Conducted by B. Silliman, 
B. Silliman, jr., and James D. Dana. Vol. V. No. 14. March, 
1848. New Haven, 1848.—From the Editors. 


Mr. Trego was excused from preparing an obituary notice 
of the late Isaiah Lukens. 

Judge Sergeant announced the death of the Hon. Henry 
Wheaton, a member of this Society, and accompanied the an- 
nouncement with a sketch of his character and works. 

Prof. Frazer announced the death of Dr. Thomas P. Jones, 
of Washington City, on the 11th inst., in the 75th year of his 
age. 
Dr. Patterson briefly noticed the life and scientific labours 
of Dr. Jones. 

Pending nominations, from No. 203 to No. 223, were read. 


Stated Meeting, 4pril’7. 
Present, twenty-seven members. 
Dr. Cuapman, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were received and read: — 

From the Royal Society of London, dated London, 10th 
December, 1847, acknowledging the receipt of Transactions 
and Proceedings of this Society :— 

From the Imperial Society of Naturalists, of Moscow, dated 
Moscow, 9th May, 1846, accompanying a donation to this So- 
ciety :— 

From the Regents of the University of the State of New 
York, dated 16th March, 1848, acknowledging the receipt of 
the Transactions and Proceedings of this Society: and,— 

From J. C. Adams, Esq., dated St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge, 4th March, 1848, acknowledging the receipt of notice 
of his election as a member of this Society, 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Three Sheets of U. S. Coast Survey Maps.—From A. D. Bache, 
through Hon. J. R. Ingersoll. 
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Littell’s Living Age: containing a Reprint of the Report of the Trus- 
tees of the Massachusetts General Hospital; with a History of 
the Ether Discovery, and Dr. Morton’s Memoir to the French 
Academy. No. 201. March 18, 1848.—Anonymous. 

The Encyclopedia of Chemistry, Theoretical and Practical. By 
James C. Booth and Martin H. Boyé. Nos. 2 to 10, inclusive.— 
From J. C. Booth. 

Horatii Tursellini Romani de Particulis Latin Orationis: Libellus 
utilissimus, post curas Jacobi Thomasii et Jo. Conradi Schwarzii 
denuo recognitus et auctus. Editio in Germania quinta. Lipsie, 
1769.—From James Hollahan. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. Ill. No. 12; with Title and Index to Vol. III. Also Vol. 
IV. No. 1.—From the Academy. 

Final Reports of the Building Committee and the Architect of the 
Girard College for Orphans. Philadelphia, 1848.—From T. U. 
Walter, Esq. 

The African Repository and Colonial Journal. April, 1848.—From 
the American Colonization Society. 

A Description of Active and Extinct Volcanos, of Earthquakes, and 
of Thermal Springs; with Remarks on the Causes of these Phe- 
nomena, the Character of their respective Products, and their In- 
fluence on the Past and Present Condition of the Globe. By 
Charles Daubeny, M.D., F.R.S. Second Edition. London, 1848. 
From the Author. 

Observations made at the Magnetical and Meteorological Observatory 
at St. Helena. Printed by order of Her Majesty’s Government, 
under the Superintendence of Lieut. Col. Edward Sabine. Vol. I. 
1840-1-2-3. London, 1847.—From the British Government. 

Bulletin de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou. Tome 
XVIII. No. 4. 1845; et Tome XIX. Nos. 1, 2,3. 1846.— 
From the Society. 

Spicilegium Entomographia Rossice. Auctore G. Fischer de Wald- 
heim. Moscow.—From the same. 

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, for the 
Year 1847. Parts 1 and 2.—From the Society. 

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London. Vol. XVII. 
Part 2. 1847.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. VIII. No. 3. 
January, 1848.—From the Society. 





Pie 
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Boletin de la Sociedad Economica de Amigos del Pais de Valencia. 
Afio 8°. Tomo 4°. Agosto, 1847.—From the Society. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, including Zoology, Botany 
and Geology. Second Series. Vol. 1. No. 2. Feb. 1848.—From 
Sir Wm. Jardine, Bart. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 


London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine, and Journal 
of Science. Third Series. No. 213. Feb. 1848. 

Astronomische Nachrichten. Nos. 622, 623, 624, and 625. Jan. 
1848. Altona. 


Dr. F. Bache announced the death of Mr. Nicholas Carlisle, 
of London, a member of this Society. 

Prof. Frazer read the following letter from Prof. Peirce, of 
Cambridge, to Prof. Henry, of Washington. 


I have just completed the perturbations of Uranus by Neptune, and 
am now certain that Neptune will account for these perturbations; so 
completely, indeed, as to show that the former theories were some- 
what defective, for they did not satisfy the observation of 1690, which 
now appears to be as good as any other. ‘The following table con- 
tains the residual differences between the theoretical and observed 
longitudes of Uranus, which are to be attributed to defects of theory 
or to errors of observation. I have also, for the purpose of compari- 
son, copied from Leverrier and Adams their outstanding differences 
of the same kind, after the introduction of their hypothetical planets; 
and | have, moreover, added a final column from Leverrier of the 
residual perturbations which were originally to be accounted for, pro- 
vided that orbit of Uranus is adopted which best coincides with mo- 
dern observations. It will be perceived, from this table, that the 
motions of Uranus contain no indication of another external planet, 
or of any error in the mass of Saturn. Neptune stands, therefore, 
in direct opposition to the proposition, that no planet, placed at a less 
mean distance than 35 times the distance of the earth from the sun, 
can possibly account for the observed irregularities in the motion of 
Uranus to within 5’ of arc for modern observations, and 10" for an- 
cient ones. The table is computed from Walker’s last elements of 
Neptune as a basis. 
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Residual Differences between the Theoretical and Observed Longi- 
tudes of Uranus, from the Theories of Peirce, Leverrier und 
Adams. 
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BENJAMIN PEIRCE. 
Cambridge Observatory, March 23, 1848. 


Prof. Frazer read the following extract from a letter ad- 
dressed to him by Prof. S. S. Haldeman, of Columbia. 


Columbia, Pa., 4th Sept. 1848. 


Some time back I offered before the Philosophical Society an ex- 
planation of the apparent projection of a star during occultation, upon 
the disk of the moon, and the following experiment induces me to 
believe it essentially correct. Let a pair of disks, having nearly the 
same shade of colour, be placed so far from the eye as to render it 
impossible to tell their relative distance. Let the edge of one (p) re- 
presenting the planet, to which the eye is chiefly directed, be made 
gradually to approach and to pass closely behind that representing 
the moon (m), when it will be found that the impression of p re- 
mains, while that of m envelopes it; that is, that the images become 
confluent, and for a short period coexistent; particularly when the 
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retina has become fatigued and surcharged with the two images by 
long attention. The principal attention being directed to p, its limb 
will appear to pass over that of m; whilst an equal attention to both 
will cause them to intersect like two translucent disks. This double 
intersection is not apparent when one of the bodies is very small, the 
light of the larger being suffused over the smaller, which, moreover, 
does not present sufficient area to allow the intersection of so small a 
portion of the larger limb to be observed. When the apparent dia- 
meter of p is not greater than that of the coexisting limbs, as when 
the experiment is performed with a small pin’s head and a silver coin, 
it is evident that the greater part, if not the whole ofthe image, may 
coalesce with that of m upon the retina, producing the phenomenon 
in question. 

I wish this experiment to be verified by other eyes than my own, 
especially as it has only succeeded with my near-sighted eye, at 
arm’s length, during day-light. At about six feet distance, by lamp- 
light, and with two dimes, my son could not distinguish which one 
passed over the other; or rather he believed that the moving body 
(p) passed in front; buf did not allow more than one-tenth inch of 
intersection. A single person might perform the experiment by 
placing the disks upon one end of a strip of board, and so adjusting 
them, that by the motion of the board, the one should appear to the 
eye stationed at the other end, to pass over the other. 


Pending nominations, from No. 203 to 223, inclusive, and 
new nomination, 224, were read. 

Prof. Frazer, Reporter, laid upon the table No. 39, Vol. IV. 
of the Proceedings of the Society. 


Stated Meeting, April 21. 
Present, thirty-five members. 
Dr. Parrerson, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were received and read:— 

From the New York Historical Society, dated New York, 
9th April, 1848, transmitting the Proceedings of the Society, 
VOL. v.—c 
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and asking for some missing numbers of the Proceedings of 
this Society :— 

From the New Jersey Historical Society, dated 11th April, 
1848, acknowledging the receipt of Vol. X., Part 1, of the 
Transactions of this Society :— 

From Mr. E. Geo. Squier, dated New York, 16th April, 
1848, transmitting a donation: and,— 

From Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, dated Suckasunny, N. J., 
18th April, 1848, accompanying a donation towards defray- 
ing the expenses of publication of the Proceedings of this So- 
ciety. * 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society of London. No. 13. 
Feb. 1, 1848.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Astronomical Society of London.—From the So- 
ciety. . 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History, &c. Second Series. Vol. 
1. No. 3. March, 1848.—From Sir Wm. Jardine, Bart. 
Proceedings of the New York Historical Society, for the Year 1847 ; 
together with the Charter and By-laws of the Society.—From the 

Society. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. Ill. No. 10. July and August, 1847.—From the Aca- 
demy. 

Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, from De- 
cember, 1847, to March, 1848, inclusive.—From the College of 
Physicians. 

Medical News and Library. Vol. VI. No. 64. April, 1848.—From 
Lea & Blanchard. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. XXX. New Series. 
April, 1848.—From Isaac Hays, M.D. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the Anatomical Museum of the Boston 
Society for Medical Improvement. By J. B.S. Jackson, M.D.— 
From the Society. 

Report of a Geological Exploration of part of Jowa, Wisconsin and 
[llinois, made under Instructions from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury of the United States, in the Autumn of the Year 1839. By 
David Dale Owen, M.D.—From the Hon. George M. Dallas. 
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On a new Genus and Species of Fossil Ruminantia; Poebrotherium 
Wilsoni: and, On some Bodies in the Boa Constrictor, resem- 
bling the Pacinian Corpuscles. By Joseph Leidy, M.D.—From 
the Author. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XV. No. 4. 
April, 1848.—From the Institute. 

Observations on the Aboriginal Monuments of the Mississippi Valley ; 
the Character of the Ancient Earthworks; and the Structure, 
Contents, and Purposes of the Mounds; with Notices of the Mi- 
nor Remains of Ancient Art. By E. G. Squier.—From the Au- 
thor. 

Report of the General Executive Committee of the City and County 
of Philadelphia, appointed by the Town Meeting of February 17, 
1847, to provide means to relieve the Sufferings in Ireland.— 
From the Committee. 

A Call for Redress, to the enlightened and the just of the British Pub- 
lic, in a matter of Piracy committed on Dr. J. G. Fligel’s English 
and German Dictionary. Second Edition. Leipsic, 1838. By 
the injured Author. Also, an Extra Impression of the Preface 
and Introduction to Dr. J. G. Fliigel’s Practical Dictionary. First 
Part. Leipsic and Hamburg, 1847.—From Dr. J. G. Fligel. 

Report to the Stockholders of the Dauphin and Susquehanna Coal 
Company. February, 1848.—From Isaac Lea, Esq. 

Mémoires de la Société Royale des Antiquaires du Nord. 1845— 
1847.—From the Royal Society of Antiquaries of the North, 
Copenhagen. 

Apercu de l’Ancienne Géographie des Regions Arctiques de |’Amé- 
rique, selon les Rapports contenus dans les Sagas du Nord. Par 
Charles Christian Rafn. Copenhagen, 1847.—From the Author. 

Akstykker for storste delen hidtil ntrykte til oplysning iseer af Dan- 
marks indre Forhold i eldre tyd. Samlede og udgivne af Fyers 
Stifts Literaire Selskab. Odense, 1845.—From the Literary So- 
ciety of Funen. 

Contemplations on the Solar System. By J. P. Nichol, LL.D.— 
From the Author. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY BY PURCHASE. 


The London, Edinburgh and Dublin Philosophical Magazine, and 
Journal of Science. Vol. XXXII. No. 214. March, 1848. 
Astronomische Nachrichten. Nos. 626 and 627; with Index to Vol. 

XXVI. 
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Dr. F. Bache, on the part of Dr. Wood, read an obituary no- 
tice of the late Dr. Beasley. 

Dr. Emerson made a verbal communication relative to causes 
operative in changing the proportions of the sexes at birth. 


He referred to a verbal statement formerly made by him, and no- 
ticed in the Bulletin (No. 34), upon the predominance of male births, 
which, in Philadelphia, was usually about 7 per cent. over that of fe- 
males. Having been recently engaged in researches into the vital 
statistics of Philadelphia, and adding another decennial period, em- 
bracing from 1830 to 1840, he casually observed an interesting fact 
connected with the physiology of reproduction in the human race, 
namely, that the prevalence of epidemic cholera had exerted a very 
strong influence unfavourable to the conception of males. In 1833, 
the year succeeding that of the first cholera visitation, the ordinary 
excess of male births (7 per cent.) had been reduced to about one per 
cent. The amount of the yearly male excess, which was generally 
some hundreds, had sunk to only 38. An examination of the 
monthly returns of births in 1833, showed, that in the two which 
corresponded with the months of conception, when the cholera pre- 
vailed in 1832, the females greatly predominated over the males. 
Dr. E. stated, that on referring to the Paris registration of births for 
1833, the year following the cholera, he found a similar reduction in 
the male excess. 


Prof. Kendall presented the following table, containing the 
most recent results of the labours of Mr. Sears C. Walker in 
regard to the planet Neptune. 


4712 6.50 
130 4 20.81 
1 46 58.97 
0.00871946 
21''.55448 
328° 32’ 44.20 m. noon, Green. Jan. 1. 1847. 
= 164 535), trop. years. 


m. eq. Jan. 1, 1847. 
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Correction of the Ephemeris from Elements Second, after applying 
Prof. Peirce’s recent Values of the Perturbations in R. A. and 
Dec. 


Obs —Eph. Obs.—Ephi. 
Date. R.A. Dec. 


1795. May 8 — 0.29 + 0.79 
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The Society then proceeded to ballot for candidates for 
membership. 
After which, the other business of the meeting having been 


disposed of, the ballot boxes were opened and examined, and 
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the following gentlemen declared to have been duly elected 

members of this Society: — 
Rozsert C, Grier, Judge U. S. Supreme Court. 
Simon Greenear, Harvard University. | 
WituiraMm Kent, of New York. | 
Wixi L. Srorrs, of Connecticut. | 
Jor. Jones, President of Girard College, Philadelphia. 
Joun Reep, of Dickinson College, Carlisle. 
ALEXANDER M. Srevens, M.D., of New York. 
Harmar Denny, of Pittsburg. 
Ratreu J. Incersox.z, of Connecticut. 
Joun N. Conyneuam, of Luzerne County, Pa. 
Cuarves Picor, of Philadelphia. 
E. Geppines, M.D., of South Carolina. 
CaLpERON DE LA Barca, of Washington. 
F. A. Povcuert, of Rouen. 
Miers Fisner Lonesrrerna, of Philadelphia. 
SamvueEt F. B. Morsez, of New York. 





